Archdiocese of Chicago
Prohibition of Firearms on Archdiocesan Property
I.

FIREARMS POLICY

It is the Policy of the Archdiocese of Chicago (the “Archdiocese”) that no firearm will be
permitted on any property owned and controlled by the Archdiocese. This prohibition applies to
any church, school, administrative facility, or other facility owned and controlled by the
Archdiocese, except as otherwise permitted herein.
II.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Policy is to update and clarify the Archdiocese’s position on the possession
of firearms on property owned and controlled by the Archdiocese. The Archdiocese respects and
supports the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution and recognizes the right to
lawfully possess a firearm for personal protection, hunting, or other sports. However, this Policy
is rooted in the belief that our churches and community spaces are intended to be sacred sites
where people come to gather, pray, and worship God.
Utilizing this Policy as the minimum standards required by the Archdiocese, any church, school,
or other Archdiocesan owned and controlled facility may enact stricter restrictions in compliance
with civil and canon law, such as banning additional types of weapons, that may be appropriate
under their unique circumstances.
III.

PROHIBITIONS AND ENFORCEMENT

No person may possess a firearm in any facility owned and controlled by the Archdiocese,
subject to the exceptions contained herein.
For purposes of this Policy, firearm means any device, by whatever name known, which is
designed to expel a projectile or projectiles by the action of an explosion, expansion of gas or
escape of gas, or the build-up and release of tension or pressure. By way of example, this
definition includes, but is not limited to, any pistol, revolver, or other handgun, and any shotgun,
rifle, or other long gun.

Any cleric or employee who carries or stores a firearm in an Archdiocesan facility in violation of
this Policy may be subject to disciplinary action and will be asked to remove the firearm from
the facility and return only when the firearm has been removed.
Any non-cleric or non-employee who carries or stores a firearm in an Archdiocesan facility in
violation of this Policy will be asked to remove the firearm from the facility and return only
when the firearm has been removed. Persons who fail to comply with requests to leave the
facility will be considered trespassers until they come into compliance.
In enforcing this Policy, the safety of persons at the facility should be the primary concern of
Archdiocesan personnel. Clergy, employees, or other persons acting on behalf of the
Archdiocese should avoid provoking a confrontation with a person who may be in possession of

a firearm. If the person in possession of the firearm does not comply with the initial request to
remove the firearm, Archdiocesan personnel should contact law enforcement authorities to
address the issue.
IV.

IMPLEMENTATION

To effectuate this Policy, signs stating that the carrying of firearms is prohibited shall be clearly
and conspicuously posted at the entrance of all Archdiocesan owned and controlled facilities.
The signs shall be of the uniform design established by the Illinois Department of State Police.
V.

EXCEPTIONS

This Policy is subject to the following exceptions:
1. This Policy does not prohibit the possession of firearms on Archdiocesan property by
those who, despite the posting of prohibitive signs referenced in Section IV, are
explicitly authorized by law to carry a firearm, such as municipal, state, or federal law
enforcement officers, or authorized security personnel.
2. This Policy does not prohibit clergy from lawfully possessing a firearm used for
hunting or sport in a residential space owned and controlled by the Archdiocese, so
long as the firearm is unloaded and securely stored in a lockbox or safe.
3. This Policy does not prohibit the lawful possession of a firearm within a vehicle by
those who are in, or travelling to or from, a parking area associated with an
Archdiocesan facility, so long as the firearm remains stored in a locked or secured
compartment within the vehicle in accordance with Illinois law.
4. The Archbishop of Chicago or the Vicar General may grant an exception to this Policy
when necessary for the protection of persons or property under their authority.

